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Stanislao G. Pugliese is professor of modern European history and the
Queensboro Unico Distinguished Professor of Italian and Italian American
Studies at Hofstra University. In 2005, he was named Teacher of the Year by

the Association of Italian American Educators. 
Dr. Pugliese is a former research fellow at the Italian Academy for Advanced

Studies at Columbia University, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
Oxford University and Harvard University. A specialist on the Italian anti-fascist
Resistance and Italian Jews, he is the author, editor or translator of a dozen
books on Italian and Italian American history. His first book, Carlo Rosselli:
Socialist Heretic and Antifascist Exile (Harvard University Press, 1999) has been
translated into Italian, Russian and Romanian. An excerpt has been translated
into Dutch in Euopees humanisme in fragmenten, a volume of essays featuring
George Steiner, Tzvetan Todorov, Ugo Dotti, Adam Michnik, Jürgen Habermas,
Leszek Kolakowski, Michael Ignatieff and Yves Bonnefoy.
Pugliese's essays on Italian and Italian-American history and culture regularly

appear in academic and popular journals. He is the translator of Andrea Bocelli's
autobiography, The Music of Silence, and editor of the Italian and Italian
American Studies series published by Palgrave Macmillan. At Hofstra
University, Professor Pugliese directs the Italian American Lecture Series, has
organized several international conferences and has edited numerous volumes of
conference proceedings including The Most Ancient of Minorities: The Jews of
Italy; The Political Legacy of Margaret Thatcher; Frank Sinatra: History, Identity
and Italian-American Culture; as well as The Legacy of Primo Levi and
Answering Auschwitz: Primo Levi's Science and Humanism After the Fall. Other
books are Desperate Inscriptions: Graffiti From the Nazi Prison in Rome, 1943-
1944, and an anthology, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and the Resistance in Italy.
His essay, "The Books of the Roman Ghetto Under the Nazi Occupation" was

presented as the 17th Annual Distinguished Faculty Lecture in 1999, was award-
ed the Peter E. Herman Literary Award at Hofstra University, and has been trans-
lated into Italian. He is a member of the National Book Critics Circle and his
reviews have appeared in The American Historical Review.
He is presently collaborating on a film documentary on the Jews of Rome

under the Nazi occupation. In 2009, Farrar, Straus & Giroux published his book,
Bitter Spring: A Life of Ignazio Silone which has won the Fraenkel Prize in
London, the Premio Flaiano in Italy and the Howard Marraro Prize from the
American Historical Association. His op-ed essay, "Earthquake at the Door,"
appeared in the New York Times on April 6, 2009. Professor Pugliese is current-
ly working on a new book, tentatively titled Dancing on a Volcano: A Cultural
History of Naples. !
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The Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center at Queensborough Community
College was the venue for the program "An Italian and Jewish Connection," spon-
sored by the Commission For Social Justice(CSJ-Order Sons of Italy in America)
and B'nai B'rith International. Continuing the theme of solidarity, these two
groups presented a two-part program, the first concerning the saving of Jews in
Italy during the Holocaust, and the other about the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire.

The audience was addressed by Dr. Arthur Flug, Executive Director of the
Center, who so generously donated the meeting room and the refreshments. Also
on hand to speak were Stella Grillo, President NY CSJ; Joseph Sciame, OSIA
Past National/State President and Chairperson of the Center's Advisory Board;
Margarete Goldberger and William Pierez, B'nai B'rith.

In the first part of the program, Elizabeth Bettina spoke about her book "It
Happened in Italy," which told the story of the saving of Jews in Italy during the
Holocaust. Vincent Marmorale, Chair of the CSJ's Holocaust Committee, told his
story of the saving of Jews in Italy. Together they thrilled the group with stories
of Italian villagers, clergy, farmers, etc., who risked their very lives to harbor and
protect strangers because it was the "human" thing to do. At least 80% of Jews in
Italy were saved from extinction because of the bravery of people who had the
"courage to care!" These stories are not well known - but should be! Pass the
word!

In the second part, a video presentation of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire,
in 1911 in downtown Manhattan, was shown to the audience. This terrible tragedy
took the lives of over 100 Jewish and Italian young women - and it shouldn't have
happened! Blocked exits; narrow, decrepit stairways; doors opening IN instead of
OUT (women were crushed against them so the doors COULDN'T open), all pre-
vented many persons from fleeing the fire. Jumping out the windows instead of
burning alive, was the route taken by many of the women. Some were lucky to
get out alive, but it was a calamity of tremendous proportions. The cause?
GREED! The factory owners, wanting to save a few dollars on safety measures,
and working the girls overtime to make a few extra dollars, that's what killed so
many innocents. Perhaps they did not die in vain, for what followed were new
labor laws , stringent laws that took safety into account, and a vast improvement
in working conditions. Young Jewish and Italian girls - working together and
dying together - you cannot get any more connected than that. !

Photos of Event on Next Page !
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Members of the NYS CSJ Executive Board and Executive Committee

A portion of the attendees viewing a video presentation

Author Elizabeth Bettina and Vincent Marmorale

Members of the NYS CSJ Executive Board and Executive Committee attended
the re-naming ceremony at Long Beach City Hall on March 25, 2011. On left of
photo are Committee members Camille Annichiarico and Sal Moschella; and
NYS CSJ VP Enrico Annichiarico and President Stella Grillo. On right, the
Michael Valenti family, including grandson Ralph Madalena, President of the
Michael Valenti Lodge #2667 of Long Beach; and OSIA National/State President
Joseph Sciame.
! Enrico and Camille Annichiarico, and Stella Grillo with portrait of Medal of
Honor recipient Michael Valenti.

Michael  Valenti  Br idge Renaming CeremonyI tal ian Jewish Connection Program

NYS CSJ President Stella Grillo Dr. Arthur Flug

Italian official bans 'Jersey Shore' gang from drinking on film
The Mayor of Florence, Italy ... Matteo Renzi ... has a list of doÕs and donÕts for
the Jersey Shore cast while they are filming in Italy.  They will face strict rules
meant to curb their disgraceful behavior.  Topping the list? The cast canÕt be
filmed in bars, clubs or other venues that serve alcohol. In fact, the reality stars
better get used to staying in at their new rental home if they want to taste alcohol
at all, as public drinking on film is forbidden altogether.  The rundown was first
covered by Italian newspaper Corriere Della Sera.

Just to reinforce how serious the above rules are, yet another rule states that
Florence canÕt be portrayed as a drinking town.  Bravo to Mayor Renzi!

You can email Mayor Renzi at sindaco@comune.fi.it.

The above Information was taken from ÒThe Alfano DigestÓ  
mannyalfano@comcast.net. by the NYSl OSIA web site: nysosia.org




