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Russo’s On the Bay - Water view, delicious food, excellent service, wonderful
surroundings. A great place to have an elegant affair. And that is just what
the New York Commission For Social Justice had on February 13 - its annual

Fund-raising Dinner Dance. This annual event was chaired by Josephine Morici
Cohen, who welcomed all, and thanked the Dinner Committee for a wonderful
job, and the staff at Russo’s for their cooperation. Jo went on to talk about John
Dabbene, the recently deceased Past State President of the CSJ, stating that she
was blessed to have worked with him for many years. He was so passionate about
the workings of the CSJ, that everyone around him got caught up in the devotion
he inspired. He developed so many ideas e.g. the Positive Image Program, the
Medal of Honor Program, etc., etc., implemented them, and brought them to
fruition. He had the same approach with the Garibaldi / Meucci Museum, of
which he was President. His works will inspire generations.
Stella Grillo, NY State CSJ President, was next to speak. She of course thanked

those in charge of this affair, and she, too, spoke of working many years with
John Dabbene, noting that we will all miss his enthusiasm and devotion to our
cause, and we must pledge to continue to work for what he worked so hard for, lo
these many years. Stella stated that the Positive Image Program is alive and well,
and that the Commission’s efforts to fight bias and bigotry are as strong as ever.
Sal Lanzilotta, NY OSIA President, brought greetings from the Grand Lodge.

He commended Stella Grillo and the NY CSJ for the “battle” being waged against
bias and bigotry against Italian Americans, and the excellent positive image pro-
gram the CSJ is carrying out. And in mentioning positive image, Sal lauded the
three honorees as positive roll models.

Continue on next page  !

Arthur Maratea
Transportation Communications International Union
Arthur Maratea was born in September 1968 and raised in
Astoria, Queens by his parents Joe and Lucy. Arthur's grandpar-
ents immigrated from Sienna, Italy in 1918.
After graduation from high school, he began his railroad career
as a Coach Cleaner with the Long Island Railroad. In l989, he
was promoted to the position of “Block Operator/Telegrapher,”
where he was responsible for the safe movement of hundreds of

trains and thousands of passengers daily. This position is a railroad's equivalent to the
air traffic controllers.  Along with the heavy pressure of this position, Arthur was
elected as President of Transportation Communications Union Local 1444, repre-
senting Block Operators and Train Directors, in 1991.

See next page !
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Louis La Carbonara
1st VP Italian American Labor Council
Louis Lacarbonara was born on September 15, 1941 in Martina
Franca, Province of Taranto (Puglia) Italy. He arrived in New
York in 1956 on the Andrea Doria on its last trip before it sank. 
He enrolled at “The High School of Fashion Industries,” a trade
school.  Upon graduation, he went to work in a union clothing
manufacturing company, where he became a member of Local
63, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America (ACWA).  He

was subsequently elected “Shop Steward” representing union workers. 
Lou was elected as a Business Agent for his local, then Secretary-Treasurer and

finally Assistant Manager & Secretary-Treasurer of the New York Joint Board, a
position he held until retirement.                                                       See next page !

Elizabeth Bettina
Author
Elizabeth Bettina is a native New Yorker who has been traveling
to Italy since childhood to visit family in a small village about an
hour outside of Naples called Campagna.
Elizabeth graduated from Smith College with a degree in
Economics and Italian Literature. Her varied career has taken her
from advertising and marketing to retail and on-air television
broadcasting. Her focus since 2006 has been the research and

publication of “It Happened in Italy: Untold Stories of How the People of Italy Defied
the Horrors of the Holocaust,” published in 2009. The latest paperback edition has
just been released. She is presently the Co-Executive Producer of a documentary on
Jews surviving in Italy during the Holocaust.               
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Elizabeth Bettina (con’t fr om page 1)
While researching the book, Elizabeth travelled with Vincent Marmorale to Italy
five times with survivors - bringing them back to the villages where they were
interned during the Holocaust. There the survivors met with the people or the chil-
dren of those who helped save their lives. One of the trips included a private audi-
ence with Pope Benedict XVI.
Since “It Happened in Italy” was published, Elizabeth has also been invited to speak
around the country about this little-known story of how approximately 80% of the
Jews in Italy survived the Holocaust while approximately 80% of the Jews in the
rest of occupied Europe perished.
She has appeared at countless venues, from libraries, bookstores and reading groups
to trade associations, churches and synagogues, and also the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor; The National Word War II Museum in New Orleans, Louisiana; and
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC.!

Louis La Carbonara (con’t fr om page 1)
After 9/11, he was hired by the Consortium for Workers Education, (CWE) as

Consultant and Operative, to recognize industries that were impacted by the disas-
ter and could be assisted with Federal and State aid. Most of the ladies’ and men’s
garment factories were impacted by the disaster.   Lou was instrumental in assisting
these companies to obtain benefits and wage supplements that enabled the employ-
ers to keep their labor force and to maintain quality production.  The program was
a success and most of the employees were able to retain their jobs.
Lou also works closely with ITAL UIL as National Treasurer, which has eleven
offices nationwide. This organization is affiliated with the International Italian
Union – UIL –whose main function is to assist Italian-American workers that have
also worked in Italy, to file for a pension and other services, free of charge. 
He is presently First Vice President of the Italian American Labor Council in charge
of International Affairs and is also a past President of the Organization. Lou is a tire-
less individual and whatever he undertakes, he does with a passion.

Lou is married to his lovely wife, Paula, for forty-years and has two wonderful
children, Louis and Adriana.  He is a devoted family man and they have always sup-
ported him without reservation. !

OSIA National President Joseph DiTrapani; NYS CSJ President Stella Grillo;
Honorees Arthur Maratea and Elizabeth Bettina; OSIA NYS President Salvatore
Lanzilotta; NYS CSJ VP and DD Chairperson Josephine Morici Cohen; and
Honoree Louis LaCarbonara. 

CSJ 31st Anniversary Dinner Dance
Arthur  Maratea (con’t fr om page 1)
In 1994, Arthur was elected as Local Chairman of Local 1444, adding to his respon-
sibilities in representing his membership. In 2001, he served as Secretary-Treasurer
to TCU System Board 167, which encompassed five locals representing clerical and
various miscellaneous workers on the Long Island Railroad and Staten Island
Railway.
In 2003, he was elected as General Chairman of TCU System Board 167, giving him
authority over the five locals encompassed by that System Board. Arthur remained
in that position until 2008, when he was appointed as International Representative,
which added to his many duties.
Over the last year, budget cuts by the Metropolitan Transit Authority was much
cause for concern among the membership. However, Arthur was successful in nego-
tiating an agreement with the MTA, not only to protect over 3,000 member's jobs,
but was also able to add hundreds of new members to his union.
On January 1, 2011, Arthur was elected by the Transportation Communications
International Union Executive Council, as International Vice President. His assign-
ment is to oversee commuter railroads throughout the country.
Arthur has been married to his lovely wife, Shantel, for twenty years and has two
wonderful children, Andrew and Leah. !

Members of the NY Grand Lodge Board

CSJ Officers pose with Honoree Bettina

Honor ees

Dinner Dance Article (con’t fr om page 1)

Joseph DiTrapani, National OSIA President, brought greetings from the Supreme
Lodge. He stated that New York was blessed with a great CSJ, and that it leads the
way in CSJ accomplishments. Joe declared that honoring people like these makes a
statement. He lauded Elizabeth Bettina for her book on Italians saving Jews during
the Holocaust, and Arthur Maratea and Louis LaCarbonara for their work for and
through their Unions.

Now was the time to meet the honorees for the day. Jo introduced the presenters
- Vincent Marmorale for Elizabeth Bettina - Vince has been working with Bettina
to get the “story” told, the story of the saving of Jews in Italy. He stated, “She has
put her heart and soul into this book.” Bettina said she was grateful to be honored
this day, and had done much research for her book. In her parent’s home town of
Campagna, in Italy, the citizens treated the Jews very well, and even allowed a
synagogue to be established  within the walls of their church.                                                                                                    

William DeCarlo for Arthur Maratea - DeCarlo praised Maratea for standing
firm in supporting his Union (LIRR), for capitalizing on what the future may hold,
and negotiating for the betterment of the Union members. Artie was touched to be

honored. He spoke of his father, how he worked so hard for his family and was so
proud of the family name. Artie is happy that he has fulfilled his father’s wishes.

Julia Bastioni for Louis LaCarbonara - Bastioni was proud to introduce Louis
who, she stated, fights and works so hard for labor and his Italian culture. As Vice
President of the Italian American Labor Council he is able to do both. LaCarbonara
thanked Stella and the CSJ, congratulated the other honorees, and especially
thanked his family for not only supporting him, but also the labor Unions.

Every honoree received a beautiful award piece, to remind them how much their
work is appreciated as well as certificates from Nassau County Executive Edward
Mangano which were presented by Joseph Sciame, Past National and State
President,
After the inspiring program, it was time to work off the calories supplied by the
delicious brunch and tasty dinner. Dancing would do it! And finally - the raffles.
Some went home with beautiful prizes, while others had to be content in having a
great afternoon. !
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