JUSTICE

“FIGHTING BIAS, BUILDING PRIDE”

Promoting Positive Image

Arthur Maratea, Louis LaCarbonara, and Elizabeth Bettina

Honored at the CSJ 31st Anniversary Dinner Dance

by Marjorie Moschella - CSJ VP

usso’s On the Bay - Water view, delicious food, excellent service, wonderful

surroundings. A great place to have an elegant affair. And that is just what

the New York Commission For Social Justice had on February 13 - its annual
Fund-raising Dinner Dance. This annual event was chaired by Josephine Morici
Cohen, who welcomed all, and thanked the Dinner Committee for a wonderful
job, and the staff at Russo’s for their cooperation. Jo went on to talk about John
Dabbene, the recently deceased Past State President of the CSJ, stating that she
was blessed to have worked with him for many years. He was so passionate about
the workings of the CSJ, that everyone around him got caught up in the devotion
he inspired. He developed so many ideas e.g. the Positive Image Program, the
Medal of Honor Program, etc., etc., implemented them, and brought them to
fruition. He had the same approach with the Garibaldi / Meucci Museum, of
which he was President. His works will inspire generations.

Stella Grillo, NY State CSJ President, was next to speak. She of course thanked
those in charge of this affair, and she, too, spoke of working many years with
John Dabbene, noting that we will all miss his enthusiasm and devotion to our
cause, and we must pledge to continue to work for what he worked so hard for, lo
these many years. Stella stated that the Positive Image Program is alive and well,
and that the Commission’s efforts to fight bias and bigotry are as strong as ever.

Sal Lanzilotta, NY OSIA President, brought greetings from the Grand Lodge.
He commended Stella Grillo and the NY CSJ for the “battle” being waged against
bias and bigotry against Italian Americans, and the excellent positive image pro-
gram the CSJ is carrying out. And in mentioning positive image, Sal lauded the
three honorees as positive roll models.

Continue on next page P

Dr. Stanislao Pugliese

Distinguished Professor of Italian
and Italian American Studies at Hofstra University

To Be Presented
The Lehman-LaGuardia Award
for Civic Achievement

at the 30th CSJ-B'nai B’rith Solidarity Breakfast
On May22, 2011

Arthur Maratea
Transportation Communications International Union

Arthur Maratea was born in September 1968 and raised in
Astoria, Queens by his parents Joe and Lucy. Arthur's grandpar-
ents immigrated from Sienna, Italy in 1918.

After graduation from high school, he began his railroad career
as a Coach Cleaner with the Long Island Railroad. In 1989, he
was promoted to the position of “Block Operator/Telegrapher,”
where he was responsible for the safe movement of hundreds of
trains and thousands of passengers daily. This position is a railroad's equivalent to the
air traffic controllers. Along with the heavy pressure of this position, Arthur was
elected as President of Transportation Communications Union Local 1444, repre-
senting Block Operators and Train Directors, in 1991.

See next page P
Louis La Carbonara
1st VP Italian American Labor Council

. Louis Lacarbonara was born on September 15, 1941 in Martina
= Franca, Province of Taranto (Puglia) Italy. He arrived in New
York in 1956 on the Andrea Doria on its last trip before it sank.

He enrolled at “The High School of Fashion Industries,” a trade
L school. Upon graduation, he went to work in a union clothing
manufacturing company, where he became a member of Local
63, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America (ACWA). He
was subsequently elected “Shop Steward” representing union workers.

Lou was elected as a Business Agent for his local, then Secretary-Treasurer and
finally Assistant Manager & Secretary-Treasurer of the New York Joint Board, a
position he held until retirement.

Elizabeth Bettina
Author

Elizabeth Bettina is a native New Yorker who has been traveling
to Italy since childhood to visit family in a small village about an
hour outside of Naples called Campagna.

See next page P>

Elizabeth graduated from Smith College with a degree in
Economics and Italian Literature. Her varied career has taken her
from advertising and marketing to retail and on-air television
broadcasting. Her focus since 2006 has been the research and
publication of “It Happened in Italy: Untold Stories of How the People of Italy Defied
the Horrors of the Holocaust,” published in 2009. The latest paperback edition has
just been released. She is presently the Co-Executive Producer of a documentary on
Jews surviving in Italy during the Holocaust.

See next page P>
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Dinner DanceArticle (con't from page1)

JosepltDiTrapani,National OSIA Presidentbroughtgreetingsrom the Supreme
Lodge.He statedthat New York wasblessedvith a greatCSJ,andthatit leadsthe
way in CSJaccomplishmentsloedeclaredhathonoringpeoplelike thesemakesa
statementHe laudedElizabethBettinafor herbookon ItalianssavingJewsduring
the HolocaustandArthur MarateaandLouis LaCarbonardor their work for and
throughtheir Unions.

Now wasthetime to meetthe honoreedor the day Jointroducedthe presenters
- VincentMarmoralefor ElizabethBettina- Vince hasbeenworking with Bettina
to getthe“story” told, the story of the savingof Jewsin Italy. He stated,'She has
put her heartandsoulinto this book.” Bettinasaidshewasgratefulto be honored
this day, andhaddonemuchresearchor herbook.In herparents hometown of
Campagnain Italy, the citizenstreatedthe Jewsvery well, andevenalloweda
synagogueo be establishedwithin the walls of their church.

William DeCarlofor Arthur Maratea- DeCarlopraisedMarateafor standing
firm in supportinghis Union (LIRR), for capitalizingon whatthe future may hold,
andnegotiatingfor the bettermenbf the Union membersArtie wastouchedto be

CSJ 31st Anniversary Dinner Dance
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OSIA National President Joseph DiTrapani; NYS CSJ President Stella Grillo;
Honorees Arthur Maratea and Elizabeth Bettina; OSIA NYS President Salvatore
Lanzilotta; NYS CSJ VP and DD Chairperson Josephine Morici Cohen; and
Honoree Louis LaCarbonara.
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Members of the NY Grand Lodge Board
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CSJ Officers pose with Honoree Bettina
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honoredHe spokeof his father how he workedso hardfor his family andwasso
proudof the family name Artie is happythathe hasfulfilled his fathers wishes.

JuliaBastionifor Louis LaCarbonara Bastioniwasproudto introducelLouis
who, shestated fights andworks so hardfor laborandhis Italian culture.As Vice
Presidenof theItalian AmericanLabor Council heis ableto do both.LaCarbonara
thankedStellaandthe CSJ,congratulatedhe otherhonoreesandespecially
thankedhis family for not only supportinghim, but alsothe labor Unions.

Everyhonoreereceiveda beautifulawardpiece,to remindthemhow muchtheir
work is appreciatedswell ascertificatesfrom NassauCounty ExecutiveEdward
Manganowhich werepresentedby JoseptSciame PastNationaland State
President,

After theinspiring program,it wastime to work off the caloriessuppliedby the
deliciousbrunchandtastydinner Dancingwould doit! And finally - theraffles.
Somewenthomewith beautifulprizes,while othershadto be contentin havinga
greatafternoon!
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Honorees

Arthur Maratea (con't from page1)

In 1994 Arthur waselectedasLocal Chairmanof Local 1444,addingto his respon-
sibilities in representindnis membershipln 2001,he servedasSecretary-feasurer

to TCU System Board 167, which encompassed five locals representing clerical and

various miscellaneousworkers on the Long Island Railroad and StatenIsland
Railway

In 2003,hewaselectedasGeneralChairmanof TCU SystemBoard167,giving him
authorityoverthe five localsencompassely that SystemBoard.Arthur remained
in that positionuntil 2008,whenhe wasappointedasinternationalRepresentative,
which addedto his manyduties.

Over the last year budgetcuts by the Metropolitan Transit Authority was much
cause for concern among the membership. HowAviur was successful in nego-
tiating an agreementvith the MTA, not only to protectover 3,000member'gobs,
butwasalsoableto addhundredsof newmembergo his union.

On Januaryl, 2011, Arthur was electedby the TransportationCommunications
InternationalUnion ExecutiveCouncil, asInternationaVice PresidentHis assign-
mentis to overseecommutermrailroadsthroughoutthe country

Arthur hasbeenmarriedto his lovely wife, Shantel for twenty yearsand hastwo
wonderfulchildren,AndrewandLeah. !

Louis La Carbonara (con't from page1)

After 9/11, he was hired by the Consortiumfor WorkersEducation,(CWE) as
Consultantand Operative to recognizeindustriesthatwereimpactedby the disas-
ter andcould be assistedvith Federaland Stateaid. Most of the ladies’andmen’s
garmentfactorieswereimpactedby thedisaster Lou wasinstrumentain assisting
thesecompaniego obtainbenefitsandwagesupplementshatenabledhe employ-
ersto keeptheir laborforce andto maintainquality production. The programwas
a succesandmostof the employeesvereableto retaintheir jobs.

Lou alsoworks closely with ITAL UIL as National Treasurerwhich haseleven
offices nationwide. This organizationis affiliated with the Internationalltalian
Union — UIL —whosemainfunctionis to assistitalian-Americanworkersthathave
alsoworkedin lItaly, to file for a pensionandotherservicesfree of chage.

Heis presentlyFirstVice Presidenbf theltalian AmericanLaborCouncilin chage
of InternationalAffairs andis alsoa pastPresidentf the OrganizationLou is atire-
lessindividual andwhateverhe undertakeshe doeswith a passion.

Lou is marriedto his lovely wife, Paula,for forty-yearsand hastwo wonderful
children,LouisandAdriana. Heis adevotedamily manandtheyhavealwayssup-
portedhim without reservation!

Elizabeth Bettina (con’t from page1)

While researchinghe book, Elizabethtravelledwith Vincent Marmoraleto Italy

five times with survivors- bringing them back to the villages where they were
internedduring the Holocaust.Therethe survivorsmetwith the peopleor the chil-

drenof thosewho helpedsavetheir lives. One of the trips includeda private audi-
encewith PopeBenedictXVI.

Since“lt Happenedn Italy” waspublished Elizabethhasalsobeeninvited to speak
aroundthe countryaboutthis little-known story of how approximately80% of the

Jewsin Italy survivedthe Holocaustwhile approximately80% of the Jewsin the
restof occupiedEuropeperished.

Shehasappearedt countlessrenuesfrom libraries,bookstoresandreadinggroups
to tradeassociationg;hurchesandsynagoguesndalsothe University of Michigan
atAnn Arbor; The NationalWord War Il Museumin New Orleans Louisiana;and
the United StatesHolocaustMemorial Museumin WashingtonDC.!





