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JUSTICE
“FIGHTING BIAS, BUILDING PRIDE”

"Picture perfect day" was a phrase used to describe the weather on September
19, at Hofstra University's Italian Experience Festival. On the second floor
of the Skolnick Business Center, where members of American Association of

Teachers of Italian (AATI and OSIA's CSJ were gathering, the air was charged
with the excitement of anticipating the program to come; it was the perfect setting
for the CSJ / AATI annual Teacher's Conference. Enrico Annichiarico, CSJ vice-
president and co-chair of the Conference along with his wife Camille, Conference
Chair and a member of the CSJ Board; welcomed everyone, and gave a brief
overview of the program. He introduced Stella Grillo, NY State CSJ president,
who spoke about the goals of the CSJ, which are basically - fighting bias and big-
otry and promoting a positive image of Italians. Rick then introduced Aurora
O'Brien, who is the new AATI president.  Aurora's theme was the teaching / learn-
ing of the Italian language. Italian-speaking parents should teach their children the
language, and children should take Italian Language courses when available. The
AATI is "fighting" to have the Italian Language taught in every school, as is the
CSJ. And it is very important to support having Regents in Italian as well as an
AP program in the schools. These programs lend credibility to the Italian lan-
guage. Ms. OBrien believes it is not sufficient to have an Italian name; one must
promote one's heritage and culture. Incidentally, State Senator Diane Savino is
working for our cause (Italian Regents, AP in Italian) in Albany.
Rick then introduced Dr. Joseph Tursi for purposes of telling us about the two

guest speakers, Patricia Matarazzo, Library Media Specialist; and Isabella
Cosentino, AATI Past President. Lauding both women for their accomplishments,
Dr. Tursi gave us short bios on each woman, and then let them captivate the audi-
ence with brief examples of their lessons. Pat works in the Westbury School
District with a full Italian language program. And, we could see on the film she
showed us, the children were very "into" the language, but the surprise is - there is
not one Italian-background child in the classes. Their enthusiasm is remarkable.
There is a project called "word-a-day."  The children must learn it and use it.
Isabelle uses similar methods, combining familiar songs, stories, films, but trans-
lated into Italian. She showed the group words to an Italian song, with the music
in the background. (It wasn't too hard for us to sing along.) Her children have a
"phrase-a-day" as well as "word-a-day". Isabel would like to see teachers share
their ideas, especially if something has worked out well -Pass It On!
Unfortunately, that Old Thief - Time interfered, and the guest speakers had to end
their presentations, but the group was left with the notion that the teaching of
Italian was in good hands, now if we could only get it in every school - elemen-
tary schools as well.
Before breaking, NY State OSIA President Salvatore Lanzilotta addressed the

group. Sal thanked Rick, Camille and the committee. He was quite pleased with
the presentations of the guest speakers, and thanked people like Dr. Tursi and
Joseph Sciame for always promoting Italian Heritage and Culture, especially the
Language. Just before the group disbanded, President Sal remarked that the Italian
language is one of the most popular in the world. 
The teachers were given valuable teaching tools, including bookmarks, posters,

etc., annually provided by the CSJ. Then it was time to go outside and enjoy the
picture perfect weather and the marvelous festa. !
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Mafia II Video game Protest. NYS CSJ President Stella Grillo and NYS
Trustee John Fratta (3rd and 2nd from right) joined other Italian American
OrganizationsÕ leaders, who gathered Saturday evening August 28th, in front of
the 92nd Street YMHAÕs Tribeca Center at the ÒMafia IIÓ Game Launch Party. The
demontration took place after Sol Adler, YÕs Director put off a meeting citing vaca-
tion, Jewish holidays and such, until October 2010, which was not acceptable
due to the immediacy of the necessary action. Some of the other Italian
American leaders in the picture are (l. to r.): Dr. Joseph Scelsa, Chris DiMattio,
James Lisa, Andr• DiMino, Marc Ameruso, and Dr. Manny Alfano. 

CSJ and other members of the Order pose with NYS President Salvatore
Lanzilotta (rear - 6th from left), NYS CSJ President Stella Grillo (seated, 2nd
from right) and NYS First Lady Rae (seated, center).

A view of the attendees at the conference

CSJ/AATI  Confer ence (con’ t  f r om page 1) Thankful for our I talian Heritage
Excerpts from a speech delivered by Richard Greco, Jr., President, Filangieri
Capital Partners, on April 30, 2010, in accepting an award at the NY Grand Lodge
Foundation Golden Lion Award Dinner. 

......If you think the large Italian family with Sunday dinners at 12:30 with Italian
music from the 1940s and 50s and even dancing is something of the past, just come
to our home.  By the way, itÕs gravy in our home.  So if you knock on our door and
ask for sauce, I may not let you in.

I am also blessed because I have parents whose love I have felt every moment since
I was born.  And I am not speaking of sentimental love.  I am speaking of the love
that drives a mother and father to sacrificeÑnot for themselvesÑbut for their chil-
dren.  My parents never earned a college degree.  But my father worked three jobs to
allow us to live in Pelham Manor and attend good public schools.  Yet, he never chose
to make that extra dollar over spending time with me and my two brothers to teach us
what it means to be a good man.  As for me, my father is the greatest man in the world.
And my mother is the glue for our family, encouraging us to dream, to believe, and
work to climb to fulfillment.  And she made certain that we went to school each day,
that we attended church each sunday, and that we loved and respected our grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents. Finally, I have been blessed in my work, whether in
finance, government service, or in education.

As the assistant secretary of the Navy, I had the unparalleled privilege to work among
the finest and bravest men and women our country has ever called forth.  G. K.
Chesterton once said, Òthe true soldier fights not because he hates what is in front of
him, but because he loves what is behind him.Ó The beauty and goodness of America
that lies behind our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines today is the same that lay in
front of our parents and grandparents as they sailed from Italy for a world of promise.
They came to a land where the realization of dreams depends not on oneÕs last name,
nor how much money one has, but rather what one does with the talents god has given
him.

Advancement in America comes through education. Through education we can fulfill
our dreams and make good on our parentsÕ and grandparentsÕ sacrifices.  I bear this
witness as the owner of my own business, a member of the board of two publicly trad-
ed companies including the Italian Finmeccanica, and as a former Assistant Secretary
of the Navy.

500 years ago in Renaissance Italy, an educator named Vittorino da Feltre said, Òwe
call those studies liberal which are worthy of a free man, those studies by which we
attain and practice virtue and wisdom, that education which calls forth, trains, and
develops those highest gifts of body and mind which ennoble men and are rightly
judged to rank next in dignity to virtue only.Ó

This is the inspiration for the Montfort Academy, a classical high school in the
Archdiocese of the NY that my wife and I founded ten years ago.  The Montfort
Academy seeks to teach the best that man has ever thought or said or done in the
world.  It is a school that returns to the basics of grammar, logic, rhetoric, and debate,
Latin, Greek, astronomy, mathematics, and civics.  

Central to this renaissance in education is Italian. The Montfort Academy requires
every studentÑ whether Italian, Irish, Black, or Hispanic to study four years of the
Italian language and culture, and in between their junior and senior years, students
travel to Calabria, Sicily, Tuscany, and Abruzzi to discover through archeological
expedition the roots of civilization and the successes and failures of man through the
ages.

Why this emphasis on the Italian?  UNESCO, the United Nations Education,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, once concluded that 62%--more than halfÑof
the worldÕs cultural patrimony comes from a country that today represents less than
1% of the worldÕs population, Italy.

Italy taught the world to see.  Pythagorous saw beyond straight lines to advance math-
ematics and geometry; Christopher Columbus saw beyond flat horizons, igniting
exploration and globalization; Galileo Galilei saw beyond the senses, inaugurating
modern science; Guglielmo Marconi saw beyond the limitations of the wire, making
possible the invention of the radio, television, and every wireless device we know
today.  Saint Francis, Saint Anthony, Padre Pio, and hundreds of other saints saw
beyond the ugly temptations of this world to help us focus our lives on achieving
entry to the next world.

We are the heirs of a culture that invested accounting, modern banking, the piano,
opera, whose giants include Dante, da Vinci, Enrico Fermi, Maria Montessori, Gaetano
Filangieri, and Filippo Mazzei, who inspired Thomas Jefferson with his writings and
who has been credited by Congress as the author of a uniquely American but funda-
mentally universal truth that all men are created equal. We are the heirs of anonymous
artists and cobblers, bakers, and bricklayers, whose inventions of hand and mind, art
and science, flood the worldÕs churches, town squares, shops, and libraries.  We are the
heirs of a creative genius that continues in America through Supreme Court Justices,
CEOs of international corporations, doctors, lawyers, clergy, school room teachers,
gardeners and tradesmen, and through companies like Fiat, Fincantieri, and
Finmeccanica. We are the heirs of our mothers and fathers, grandmothers and grand-
fathers, whose very determination in coming to the United States was an act of
courage, wisdom, and humility; an act of virtue, gaining us a happy inheritance.

Let us be proud, Sons of Italy. Let us make our forebeas proud that we took not only
our Italian heritage but also our Italian inheritance, and used it honorable and virtu-
ously in the land of opportunity, making good on their sacrifices.  It is only in this
way that we influence men and build the future of civilization.  Thank You! !




